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agſt all things requſite!to noble actions, I never ſaw 
re-vecourted, I agknowledge it due from 
merge to iny bac the cternall ma- 

jelty of his Creator. Which conſideration makes me adventure 
the hazxd of, mbny cenſuncs, 2 72 thoſe ſlender 
ſcars they (halt be able to infli& upon mic ih this attempt, as cha- 
rafters of honour, deſcyphering to every ingenusus eye my love 
to my Country. W bateyer enluc it Will f me with content e- 


; 
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-> Heugh, it my honeft endeavour ſerve as an incitement to ſome 


I will not ſtick 


more able pen, to handle ſuch a worthy though almoſt neglected 
lub ject, as is the Patronage of our truly excellent Language. 
Iſeeke not to com any ſuch miracle as to convince the 
97 judgements of forraignety;but ſhall thinke to retreat 
with victory b, if I can but foyle thoſe unnaturall dome- 
ſtickes, who degenerately do either with a certaine fond affected 
Idolatry adore the, Language of other nations, contemning their 
owne ; or elſe unperieuſly( as if cenfors.in this particular ) doe 
adde, dettact, and trans forme her, according te their 
weake fancyes j vainely ſpoyling the beſt of vulgar Languages. 
| vouch it a Language, though that very affir- 
mation be a tegeived Paradex ; nor will 1 blufh to parallell it 
with the beſt of he minor Language 
And to make it goad, aw” 
von, for truly ] het i 
„ wafficke with Scaliger ſo farre ſor it as Perſa, or Cherſoneſm : 
" ſeeing I looke upon ſuch deductions, as learned fantafies conducing 


little to prove our antiquity; neither. needſull; fince we together 
with oup] —— whoſe title 
. ſo glorious in that kinde, that the reſt of Europe gives place un- 
to them. There ere ty o mige abjeRions which ſecme to exclude 
| ; —— - 1 oo — Pp — * us 


(1): 6 
us from the title of a Language, our Afutability and Mixture, 
happy faults ; and ſo univerſall that I preſume the beſt of our op- 
ponents are hardly. free from: though ( it may be) not eq; 
guilty of, for I confeſſe out tabu to be more frequent, yer 
choycer then theirs ; and our ſed mixture conſiſting of 
greater variety, yet accompanied with more putity & felieity. The 
Italian is compounded of Lative, Jarbareu Greeks, and Gothifs; 

The French of Latine, Dutch, and the oh Galique The Spaniſh 
of Latise, Gothiſh, and N the 
Romane Empire, and ber bordering neighbours; if I be notde« 
ceived in us you may diſcover all theſe with advantage yet theie 
purelt expreſſion fitly ſeated, and ſeparited from their Barba: 
riſmen which by others ate fwallowed rogetber With the reſt. 
All ef them are ſo mutable that ot frequency is excafable : Nay, 
Mixture and mutability are things fo naturall to Languages, chat . 
none but the Hebrew ( if that) are free from - | 
What is become of the ancient Latine, uſe in the reignes of 
Latiam and Carments ; or in the timesof theTarquinis, or He- 
cemvies ; nay, or under the very Conſuls or Emperouti, if bookes 
did not conſerve it ? the ſame queſtion may we make unto, the 
French, Spaniſh, the latter Italian ; and German: alfo : Theugh 
Becanns would make us beleeve wonders of their anciquity, im- 
mutability, and the hidden Cusala or myterits contained in their 
Language, like as inthe Hebrew, to which byhis 4 t it is not 
inferiour in age, de detiving it euen from the dayes'of Adam. 
W hich perfection ſuppbſed true, we alſo might partly lay hold 
of, as a branch of the ſame tree. But ' s Oat 
rede Fudeid Apella now ego : 
Let him that pleaſe beler ve cheſame, * 
For I the fable quite diſclaime. a 4 
| For my part I beleeve, that whar the learfider Phyſicians pro- 
nounce of humane bodyes,” how that they ite by time often re- 
new'd.; excreſcions, cold, beat, ckneſſe, wer & ſvEar,con 
ſoming the preſent and giving plate to new fubſtatice, r ſaid 
of Languages altered by A 25 ity hach given 
place tous, ſo we ſhall yeild to bur quiey, not onely our 
che nume ot 4 ge. 


lives and fortunes, but our. EA 
By this time I hope you will anger 
and ſtay us no mote upon the Gmple terme of Speech.; whetel 
now will I direct wy felfe againſt "thoſe adrett of forraizne 
Aa topgues 


2) 
tongues, ſlieghting their > inferiour to none of them in true 
excellency: none I preſume will deny the perfeRion of a Lan- 

age to confift in faciliey, copienfneſſe, ſweemcſſe, and pynificance, 

alt hich if I can make good that our Language is equall, if not 
luperiour to the reſt, I hope he mult be very farre tranſported 
with paſſion, and deepely factious that will not aſſent unto me. 
The great facility of our Language is evident by a double de- 
monſtration, The eaſe wherewith others commit oursto memo» 
ry; and the ſingular helpe which it affords us to the attaining of o- 
> uy Monoſyllables, & the exemption we have fromflexrons, 
( whercunto moſt others arcincident ) doe greatly facilitate ours; 
hich though ſome may reckon as a defect, I will eſieeme a bleſ- 

g, accaunaing that multiplicity of c4/es, genders, modes and 
tenſes (which puts us to ſchoole to learne our mother tongue) 
the Emblems of Babels curſe, and eonfuſion. For our facility in 
learning others, let us renew, but the old obſervation; Turne an 
ingenious Engliſhman into what Country ſoever, and quickly you 
ſhall for the moſt part ſee him profit ſo well, that his ſpee ch will 
little or nothing differ from the genuine dialect, of what Lan- 
guage ſoever is there uſed by the natives; ho common ptiviledge. 
Our Copiou/nefſe I need not uſe much art to demonſtrate, for 
beſides the treaſures of the ancient Dich which we retaine in 
our $4x9» mano ſy llables, the choycer wits of our nation, have 
fetcht hither the very Quinteſſence of thoſe other Languages; 
and by their excellent induſtry fo happily improved our Engliſh 
{oyle, that I dare ſafely affirme many of thoſe forraigne ſcyons 
beare better, and more plentifully then in their former climate. 
The Luise and French are de fective in the expreſſion of many 
wor ds which we utter with eaſe, and they have none whertunto 
our ability extendeth not: our aboundance ends not here. We 
have Court, aud Country Engliſh, Northerne, and Sontbern Dia- 
let, which differ not onely in pronunciation, but alſo in words, 
and termes. There is no Language can deliver a matter with more 
varicty then ours, plainely by Ly xoxyma's, or by circumlocution 
with CHatephors : which any mean judgement will inſtance with 
ſundry examples. We almoſt equallife the Greeks, and even ex- 
ceed the Letines in a peculiar grace of compounding many words 
rogerher which is one of the greateſt beauties can be in a 


Our f gui ßcane y and abilities in expreſſion, in the ſevetall — 
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both letters, words, and phraſes, is very em̃inent. in ſlumber; and 
aſe of ſetters we exceed both Greeks, Latines, French and Itali- 
a: our words are imcomparably ſigpifieant, inſomach that mas 
ny of them haye foure or five ſeyera [ fignifications, Our inter- 
jections are ſo fit for the expreſſion ot our paſſions, that they 
ſeeme to be derived from the very nature of our ſeverall affeRions; 
when many of thoſe of ather tongues are almoſt ridiculous. What 
variety doth any other nation bragge of that we have not almoſt 
wich equall felicity made our owne ? The Italian [onrtier, the 
French Saluft, the Spaniſh Guzmen, the Latine Naſo, and the 
Greehe Polybins : who would read that matchleſſe effay of M- 
Sandys, upon the e/Enesds, and would not thinke it writ ſo by tte 
peerleſfe Haro himſelfe: how properly hath the renowned 
Lord Bacon taught us to ſpeake the termes of Art in our own Lan- 
guage? we judged it impoſſible, till we ſaw it performed; which 
difficulty when | ſee overcome, makes me deſpaire of nothing. 
What matchleſſe and incomparable peeces of eloquence hath this 
time of Civil warre afforded ? came there ever from a Princes 
pen ſuch exact ou as are His Majeſties Declarations Were 
there ever ſpeeches uttered in better Language, or ſweeter expre- 
Tons, then thoſe of the noble and Learned Lord Digby,and ſome 
other worthy Perſonages ? didever nation expoſe choycer more 
honourable or eloquent diſcourſes, then ours hath done in our So- 
vereignes behalfe, ſince theſe unhappy diviſions ? There is no 
ſort of verſe either ancient, or Modern which we are not abie to 
equall by Imitation, we have our Engliſh Virgil, Ovid, Seneca, 
Lucan, Juvenal, Martial, and Catnllns : In the E ie of Swrry, / 
Daniel, Johnſon,Spencer, Donne, Shake Feare, and the glory of 
the reſt Sandys, and Sydney. We have eminent advantages of all 
other vulgar Languages in Poetyy, The Italia is ſo full of yow- 
els, that he is ever cumbred with Ely ons. The Datch with confo- 
nants, that his verſcare ſicke of rhe Sciatica ; The French cannot 
afford you faure words whoſe accent are in the ute penutima, and 
therefore unfit for Da#5ls,which the accent and nter do ſo na- 
turally ſquare with us, that in both we deſervedly beare the prize 
from all the reſt. The Spaniſh and Italian want our caſura in the 
midſt of the verſes, the alias cannot afford you maſculias time: 
nor the French make ineeter ofthe Antepenwltime, and yet there 


is not apy of the three Syllables whereuntg our ability extendeth 
nor, | 
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The fois: of om Language I doubt not ts compare with 
any vulgar whatſoever, let us put it to the tryall and compare ir 
wich others. The Italian rege 4 an _—_— far gar 
leaſant Language, upon which the beſt judgements looke wit 
G reſpe&: 4 it «ane finews, and paſſes as a ſilent water, The 
French truly delicate, but too affected and effeminare. The Spa- 
niſ ma jeſticall,but terrible & boilteros. The Datch manly, butve 
harſh. Now we in borrowing from each of chem give the ſtrengthᷣ 
of conſonants to the Iraſian, the full found of ſyllables to the 
French, the variety of termination with milder accents t the 
Spaxiard, and diflolve with more facility the Ducth vowels, like 
bees gatheting their perſections leave their dtoſſe to themſelves: 
So whey ſubſtance combineth with delight, plenty with delicacy, 
beauty with majeſty, and expedition with gravity, what can want 
to the perfection of ſuch a Language? 

| mitte mirari beats. 
Funmum, et opes, frepitumque Rome. 
Admire not then the ſmoky tume, 
The wealth and traine of mighty Rowe. 

For one of our great wits ( who underſtood moſt Languages 
in £arope ) affirmes, that in uttering ſweetly. and properly the con. 
i Feit of the minde, which in the end of Speech, we parrallel any other 

kong in the world: and that our Language is ſuch, that extern 

looking upon it now may deſervedly ſay, 
Ipſa ſai pollens opibus, nihil indiga noſtri. 
She now abounds ia yoopn ſtore, 

And ſtands in need of us no more. 

Certainly the mixture of out extractions from others, joyned 
with our owne monoſyllables, make up ſuch a perfect har mony: 
that ſo you may frame your ſpeech majeſticall, pleaſant, delicate, 
or manly according to your ſubject, and exactly repreſent in ours, 
Whatſoever grace any other Language carrieth. Yet let none thigk 

ition with the facred Hebrew, learned 


that I ſtand in any compe 
Greeks, or fluent L ee a ſuperĩotity over the reſt my 


ambition extends not ſo high, though you ſee I want not prerence 
for it, Let us looke upon our one as a Language, equall to the 
n of valgar; and for mypart,. 
* Lerothtraretainetheir ancient digulty and efteeem. 
Upon faire retmes I have ended the controverſy, and muſt now 


in a fiercer combat againſt a ſecond enemy. 
Leia > gains ge r Mothes 
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- antidote, to maintaine the ſplendor of the Zng/iS L 


(33 | 
Mothes and Cankers, who with their ſhallow invention avdfilly 
fancyes, muſt ſtill be engraftivg new coyned words in our Engis/S 
nurſery, without either art or judgement. I ſeeke net; to diſtredit 
their worthy and immortal labours, who with unmatchable induſtry, 
have fetcht hither the belt inbabitants of other climates, and made 
them deni cen in our Colonies: thoſe who with a skilfull felicity have 
bought, brought, or borrowed, the richeſt ornaments of other Lan- 
ges to make ours abound with plenty, and variety; but thoſeI ' 
iiclaime, who when the worke is excellentlyperformed already, muſt 
ſtill be fingring ; and whenthe Quintefſence and life of other tongues 
are ours already, muſt now trafficke for the dregges, to the end they 
may be ſaid to have done ſomewhat. 
Languages as all other mortall things have their infancy, and age; 
cheit waxe and wane;the ſtates where they are uſed arc the Loadſlam. 
| Ad cuja numen, merumgne movers. 
At whoſe motion or command 
They climbe, decline, or make a ſtand. 


With their proſperity and adverſity they for the moſt part riſe, and 


fall, which the beſt of Languages can largely teſtify, who had they 
not even miraculouſly by providence, been bitherto conſerved in 
books, had long ſince periſhed, & been buried in the duſt of oblivion ; 
they being now as ſtrange to their owne birth places, as to ys. Ou 
Language bath long been in the aſcendent together with out monar« 
eby, & at laſt by excellent artifts 1s even brought to the heighe which 
already our over-diligent and intruding ſpirits, with their botching 
ſceke cobring to the wane , | 

. God grant it prognoſticate no greater ruine, it is an evill ſymptoms 
of further detriment, rm. | Ys Yoa-4 15 
Notwithltanding I hope it is no inevitable deſtiny, but that ou Lan? 
guage & Empire, ſhall yet enjoy a far long noon, & not ſo ſoon poſt 


towards the ve, let theſe buſie creatures be checked and reſtrayncd 


from ſuch preſuming liberties, and no doupt but it will be a — 
© in 


(Meridien of purity a long time, which theſe active pe ſtaint 
and obſcure. | 

How ridiculous if well confidered is the merchandiſe they ſeeke to 
ſeeke to ſell for currant, | Y 
Let me afford you a few examples, and Iam-deceived if they will 
not move both your anger, and laughter, read and eenſure. apa, 
Algele, Adſopiat, dafſe, diſuß, denen, Ir ochity, Bulbieare, a- 


ter que 


_ " 
eps, riet, C aprions, Contraſt, Catilate, Frame, Frijee; 
| ——— WA G , Glabretall, Halitate, Liga | 
tion, Lurcate, Kemand, Mephitick, Airminodied, Olſalutate, Or: 
bation, Nixions, Nanftible, Plamative, Prodigity, Puehation, R. 
rion,;Rereſt, Runatize, Sudate, Zoleftich, Sracove, Sulgrund, Tri- 
diculate, Triftfall, Vadfhaw, Xantical, Texatc, Vitulate, Vndoſons, 
Vambraſs, Z oografe. 1 
A thouſand other ſo unnaturall phraſes, that they cauſe a ltoathi 
in a curious and judicieus eye. Theſe and ſuch as theſe; that ſet up 
mints for ſuch baſe coyn would I havethe Ari to perſecute & nor ſub 
fer them to mix their counterfeit ſtuffe amongſt our purer ingredients 
ſo to canonjze them for currant. Our Language iscopious enough al- 
ready, we need traffick no more to entich it; at leaft not ſo oft, fe 
yet I will not deny, but ſome pearle or other may be leſt behi 
uncheapened by out former factors, which is werth the buying, yet 
would I have it nathrallized here with judgement, and authority, 
Let us improve what graine we have already, and we ſhall finde it 
full as much as is need full, or at leaſt as much as our ſoyle is well able 
to beare: Let us not therefore with a baſe and buſie avarice, abuſe oui 
Language with the dregges of others, being poſſeſſed with the pet 
— of them = * for 1 — and i 
— , and new words it is y me-eventhi 
— vulgar ; from the dignity of which nothing hath f 
mich detracted, as our owne vaine affecting. _—_— applans 
ding forraigne tongues above meaſure : which makes ſtrangers j 7 
our owne contemptible. Our ſeparation from the continent world 
doth make our Language inſular, which is one cheife reaſon of «it 
want of eſteeme amongſt ferraigners, ſcarce having uſe of ity 
few of them frequenting our climate, and we (warming into their: 
Though ſome of the wiſeſt of them now acknowledge the worth of 
it, and with envy looke upon the perfection of our Language, as” 
well as upon the excellency of our Country. 21 of 
Though in this concluſion I here ſtrike ſayle , and vaile ti 
the learned L ges, let that not detract from the worth of our 
which is parallell, if not Superiour to the beſt remaining: it is as cows: | 
reons as the Spaniſh, and conrtlike as the Pgench, as amorow as the I- 
talian, and as fluent as any; wherefore thinke me not overweighed 
with affection, if I beleive the moſt renowned of other nations, to 
have laid the very Elixer of their tongues perfection in truſt with 
ourllend, | FINIS. N 


